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Abstract  
Margaret Rose Henderson, Veterans Remember, VR2-V-D-2007-055 
 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Margaret Rose Henderson was born in 

Concord, Massachusetts on July 25, 1921. During a school trip, she was able to attend the openings 

of the Olympics in Berlin, Germany in 1936; she saw Hitler in person. While staying with a family in 

Berlin, she was informed of the depravities occurring in Germany. When she retuned to the United 

States, her Berlin experience was significantly embedded in her mind and certainly influenced her 

interest in the war.    

 

During her senior year in 1943 at Radcliffe College, Henderson was recruited for a secret 

communications course and was commissioned for the Navy. She trained for a month at Mount 

Holyoke, Massachusetts and then transferred to the Naval Intelligence Office in Washington, D.C. 

She was assigned to a communications intelligence office for the European Theater. Henderson 

tracked German U-boats and plotted their locations on a map. In response, aircrafts would be sent 

after the German U-boats.  

 

After the U-boats were defeated in 1945, Henderson was transferred to the Atlantic Wing of the 

Naval Air Transport Service. She trained as an air transport officer and was stationed at Norfolk Air 

Station, Virginia. She ultimately left the service in October 1946. Henderson was in the Naval 

Reserve until she became pregnant in 1949. Margaret passed away December 28, 2009.  
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Station, Virginia; Naval Reserves.      

 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the 

informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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