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Abstract  
Richard Hertel, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-071 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Richard Hertel was born on August 

26, 1945 in Milladore, Wisconsin. When he was drafted, Hertel decided to go to Officer 

Candidates School since he had a bachelor’s degree. He attended basic training, and advanced 

infantry training but after hearing stories about fragging at induction, he decided not to attend 

OCS and become a second lieutenant. He was then sent to Fort Lewis, Washington where he 

was assigned to an armored unit. While there, he was trained to be a personnel clerk.  

Hertel was shipped to Vietnam in July, 1969 where he served as a personnel clerk in the 

520th Transportation Battalion stationed at Phu Loi, South Vietnam, and also was a chapel 

organist in Cu Chi.  While Hertel did not experience combat in Vietnam, he witnessed the 

effects of drug abuse and prostitution on the base of Phu Loi and during rest and relaxation 

leave (R&R) in Thailand. He returned to the states in June, 1970, and during the plane ride 

home from the war he had a revelation. He realized his life had been saved, and he had to 

make the most of it. At first, this meant going to graduate school at the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee and doing his best for his wife and daughter. Later in life, this meant 

being true to himself as a gay man. At the time of the interview, Hertel had been with his 

now-husband for more than 30 years. Hertel says that at the time he served in the Army he 

would not have said being drafted was a good thing, but looking back, his service during the 

Vietnam War changed his life for the better. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Richard Hertel; personnel clerk during Vietnam War; 

army; Phu Loi, South Vietnam; Thailand; gay soldiers during Vietnam War; fragging of 

officers during Vietnam War; University of Illinois; organist during Vietnam War; 

prostitution and drug abuse during Vietnam War; Milladore, Wisconsin; Cu Chi, South 

Vietnam; chaplain work during Vietnam War; Da Nang, South Vietnam; R and R; 520th 

Transportation Battalion 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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